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Toe ManGe OrpDeErR. 


To-day we print the essentials of the new Mange 
Order, which comes into force on Wednesday next. 
Its most important clauses are those which enable 
the movement and working of affected horses under 
licences—an obvious concession to present necessi- 
ties, which will increase the responsibilities of 
veterinary inspectors. The regulations differ for 
horses affected with psoroptic or sarcoptic mange; 
so it will be necessary for the inspector to deter- 
mine the species of the parasite in every case in 
which a licence is to be granted. This ought to 
present no difficulty to the inspector; but it cer- 
tainly may open the door to some disputes—as the 
exclusion of symbiotic mange from repressive legis- 
lation has done. Further, in issuing licences to a 
not inconsiderable section of owners, much sur- 
veillance may be necessary to ensure that the con- 
ditions are observed. On the whole, the Order 
gives the impression of having been designed to 
make the best of an unsatisfactory position. It 
looks as though the Board judge a considerable 

revalence of mange for some time to come to be 
inevitable, and have framed the new regulations to 
lessen the loss of horse labour the disease is now 
causing. Undoubtedly the Order will do that with 
the minimum of risk of spreading infection; and 
that, in view of the present economic position, fully 
justifies its issue. It will be less easy to work than 
the old Order, and it is not likely to help to check 
the disease; but its economic advantages are so 
undeniable that it ought to be well received by the 
profession. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESSES. SwINE FEVER—RESULTS 


There were two interesting features at the last 
meeting of that young and oy gp Society, the 
North Midland V.A. The first concerns the 
Presidential address. In other Societies, the practi- 
cally universal custom is that the Presidential 
address shall not be discussed at all. In this one, 
the President, following the example of his pre- 
decessor, invited a discussion upon his address, and 
evoked a good one. Other Societies and Presidents 
might do well to take note of this. A hard and 
fast rule that all Presidential addresses should be 
discussed is, perhaps, inadvisable ; but the equally 
rigid regulation to the contrary that now prevails 
might advantageously be left open for relaxation at 
will. Some Presidential addresses, not having teen 
prepared for discussion, would not repay one ; but 
we can all remember many that have been well 
worth the discussion which they never had the 
chance of receiving. Probably the best rule would 
be for each President to determine personally 
whether his address should be open for discussion, 


as appears to apply at the North Midland meetings. 
It is certain that the discussion under notice brought 
out much valuable opinion and information regard- 
ing matters of considerable importance at the 
present time; and these are precisely the sort of 
questions which are most frequently mentioned in 
a Presidential address. 

The second interesting subject was Mr. J. 8. 
Lloyd’s detailed account of his experience of Serum 
treatment for Swine fever. Discussion upon this is 
deferred to the next meeting, so there will be further 
opportunities of considering it; but it may be said 
at once that Mr. Lloyd has set a good example by 
publishing these notes. The Board of Agriculture 
reports of the treatment, valuable and highly 
encouraging as they are, come at long intervals. In 
ithe meantime, the frequent publication of such 
accounts of individual experience as this would do 
much to quicken interest in the treatment and to 
disseminate knowledge of its results. There are 
now many practitioners who have considerable 
experience of serum treatment, and it is to be my 
that some will soon follow the example set by Mr. 
Lloyd. 


> 


DERMATITIS AND DEMODECTIC 
MANGE OF BOVINES. 
By J. A. Grirriras, M.R.¢.v.s., V.0., Nyasaland. 


Dermatitis is a common disease of cattle in 
Tropical Africa. I have seen the disease on the 
Zambesi river, in Portuguese East Africa, Nyasa- 
land, Northern Rhodesia, and German East Africa. 

The condition has been described by Van Sace- 
ee (1917), who bad studied the condition in the 

elgian Congo. He describes the condition as 
being due to Dermatophilus congolensis, a filamen- 
tous bacterium which appears in two forms: (1 
straight or curved filaments, sometimes branch 
and containing fine granules; (2) isolated cocci. 

The disease he identifies clinically by the follow- 
ing characters: (1) the formation of crusts over 
which the hairs are erect ; (2) a spread over the 
animal; (3) complications which may bring about 
death ; (4) young animals and adults affected to 
the same degree; (5) a seasonal affection which 
is only seen in the acute form during the rainy 
season. 

In 1913, whilst dealing with extensive outbreaks 
of infection from Demodex folliculorum var. bovis in 
the cattle of the Shire highlands of Nyasaland, it 
was noted that whilst the majority of cases in the 
early stages only showed the typical nodules, indis- 
tinguishable externally from the nodules caused by 


various fly larve, a considerable number of cases 
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were suffering from “an acute dermatitis which 
tended to spread a over the whole body and 
very commonly ended by the animal dying from 
septicemia, particularly during the rainy season. 
The majority of these cases also had nodules full of 
pus which contained the D. folliculorwm. In a few 
cases, however, it was not possible to demonstrate 
the latter parasite. 

Follicular mange was so widespread, practically 
every herd being definitely infected, that the der- 
matitis had been looked on as the advanced stage 
of the disease. 

In later investigations dermatitis was met with 
in cattle of districts that were free from follicular 
mange, and it was possible to differentiate the der- 
matitis as a separate disease due evidently to a 
— organism, a micrococcus. In such cases 

disease a at first as an eczematous in- 
flammation of the skin, in the region of the hump 
most commonly, either on its summit or around 
the base. The affected portion of the skin is at 
first hot and sensitive, of a light red colour, a yellow 
serous exudate is thrown out which dries in crusts 
holding the hairs erect. The inflammatory process 
extends along the skin over the spine and down 
over the scapulz, gradually spreading with varying 
rapidity, depending on the season and the con- 
dition of the animal, until the skin covering the 
whole of the trunk is affected. The skin loses all 
elasticity, and the animal becomes “ hide-bound.”’ 

There is a good deal of variation in the degree of 
the lesions. Where complicated with the D. folli- 
culorum the skin becomes similar to an extremely 
neglected case of sarcoptic mange in the horse; the 
skin is thick, toughened, and more like “rhino” 
hide than anything else. In most cases, where 
there is no complicating disease, one finds the 
infected herd hide-bound, with dull, staring coats, 
the skin tough, thick, and difficult to pick up. There 
is usually an area around the hump and extending 
along the back where the acute inflammation per- 
sists, leaving the part with only scanty short hairs 
which stand erect, whilst here and there are thick 
scabs, adherent to the skin. Around and between 
the scabs the new skin gives the part the appear- 
ance of having been mo 

In some districts in German East Africa and 
North Nyasa the condition is widespread. In one 
small area, of 4500 animals that passed through an 
inoculation crush it was noted that 8 per cent. of 
the animals had lesions. On individual herds being 
examined it was found that as a rule the herd was 
either entirely free, or practically every animal had 
the disease in some stage, unless it had only 
recently been introduced to the herd; so that in an 
infected herd one would find 80 to 100 per cent. of 
the animals with lesions. 

The disease ap to be more prevalent among 
the cattle of the Wankoude, whose custom is to 
keep their cattle in the huts they themselves live 
in. These huts are divided down the centre by the 
“~ supporting the roof and by shorter posts 
for divisions, and the cattle occupy one side, being 
“— by side to the posts running down the 
mid Tt appears to affect animals with non- 


igmented and ially pigmented skins exclus- 
cae. : no all black or all red animal ‘has been noted 
to be affected. This, however, may be only a co- 
incidence, as all blacks and all reds are not very 
common among the native stock. 

In diagnosing dermatitis it is hardly possible to 
mistake the lesions for those of follicular mange, as 
with the latter one always gets nodules in the skin, 
and although these may only be the size of millet 
seeds, microscopic examination of their contents 
will soon decide if the condition is due to D. foili- 
culorum. 

In dealing with these two diseases, dipping or 
spraying with arsenical dips take first place as a 
practical measure for dealing with large numbers 
of animals. Once the practice of dipping becomes 
general in a district, dermatitis tends to ne 
Only animals with the gross lesions associated with 
the chronic form cannot completely recover, but 
these improve greatly in condition. The effect of 
dipping in demodectic mange is to prevent spread- 
ing either on the animal or in the herd. To obtain 
the full benefit of dipping, the process has to be 
regularly adhered to, as animals that have had der- 
matitis or still have demodectic mange nodules 
readily relapse if the treatment is discontinued for 
any considerable period. 

As a practical measure in the Shire Highlands of 
Nyasaland it was found expedient to slaughter ad- 
vanced cases of either dermatitis or follicular mange 
to clear the country of the most potent sources of 
infection. At the same time the early slaughter, 
for meat, of animals in any way affected with D. 
folliculorum, providing they had not lost condition, 
was encouraged. 

In all cases of dermatitis in which I have madea 
microscopic examination the organism has been 
most commonly found in the form of isolated cocci. 
It has been noted that where dermatitis is affecting 
a herd in which there are cases of infection by D. 
folliculorum the latter tends to spread more rapidly 
from one animal to another. In uncomplicated 
cases it is probably exceptional for the nodules in 
the skin to be broken, but when dermatitis is pre- 
sent the nodules break open, and their contents, 
being more fluid, tend to run over the skin, further 
aggravating the dermatitis as well as spreading in- 
fection. 

In uncomplicated cases of follicular mange the 
nodules are on swellings which cannot usually be 
evacuated by squeezing, and the hair over the 
nodule is not affected. To obtain a smear of the 
contents a scalpel is used to cut down on the 
nodule, which is in the depths of the skin. The 
contents is a creamy-white cheesy material which, 
examined, is found to be a mass of the parasites. 
Such uncomplicated cases may show very little 
alteration either in the size or number of the nodules 
over periods of at least two years. 

In the more acute form the nodules are small— 
from the size of a millet seed to that of a and 
a large area is affected, not uncommonly the side of 
the neck and the region over the scapula on one or 
both sides of the mi The nodules may be broken 


or exuding their contents, causing matting of the 
\ 
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hair covering the nodule. The unbroken nodules 
are usually easily broken up by pressure of the fin- 
gers, and their contents expelled. 

In Nyasaland Cooper's improved cattle dip was 
used, and dipping at weekly intervals has had the 
effect of preventing an increase in the number of 
nodules, but does not have any effect on those 
already in existence, which is hardly to be expected 
when one considers the depth in the skin that the 
nodules are situated. 

Follicular mange in the ox, when complicated 
with dermatitis, presents the clinical characteristics 
of the disease in the dog as met with in Great 
Britain. It would appear probable that in the dog 
in Great Britain, as in the ox in the tropics, the 

anism causing the dermatitis in a case of folli- 
pe om mange is not the D. folliculorum, but the 
staphylococcus usually associated with the latter 
Layoreey and that there are really two conditions to 
dealt with in considering treatment. 

While in the dog it is no doubt profitable to treat 
the disease with vaccine prepared from cultures of 
the organism causing the dermatitis, and by various 
complex dressings; in the ox in such countries, as 
Africa, where diseases are usually dealt with on 
a large scale when in the form of epidemics, and 
prevention is considered of more importance than 
cure, one finds all practical requirements are satis- 
fied by regular dipping—the preventer of so many 
ills 


Undali, G.E.A., Feb. 14. 


OVARIOTOMY IN A MULE. 
TORSION OF THE OVARY. 
By Arysworta Wison, Major A.v.c., 0.7.c. 


The subject was a very vicious light-draught 
mule, which it was found impossible to groom and 
work, and even dangerous to feed. Fortunately a set 
of stocks were nearly completed when the animal 
arrived at the depot, permitting a rectal and vaginal 
examination to be made without casting. Palpation 
of the right ovary revealed several small cysts in 
the adjacent broad ligament, the largest about the 
size of a broad bean, the gland itself being normal. 
No cysts could be de on the left side, but the 
ovary, smaller than a pullet’s egg, was hard and 
atrophied. The remainder of the genital tract was 
normal, and although no symptoms of nympho- 
mania had been ohserved, it was decided, after due 

reparation of the animal to perform ovariotomy, 
a care to include a sufficient portion of the 
broad ligament in the chain. 

With a Hobday’s écraseur, and using the sharp 
edge of the chain, ablation of the right gland was 
oneweage without any difficulty. The left ovary, 

owever, proved to have a very tough pedicle, caus- 
ing the teeth of the instrument, both key and shaft, 
to be stripped after the first few turns. Keeping 
the chain tight round the pedicle, and using the 
écraseur as torsion forceps, I then endeavoured to 


twist off the by drawing it close to the vaginal 
incision, whilst pore My with the hand in 
the abdomen the ty of uterine horn and 


the ovarian ligament. As a substitute for the re- 
taining clams the fingers proved very ineffectual, 
and there is no doubt that the uterus was rotated 
as well as the ovary. It required twenty minutes 
hard work to complete the removal of the left 
gland, its peritoneal covering being stripped off 
during the process. The mule made a speedy and 
uneventful recovery, exhibiting merely a little stiff- 
ness in the near hind limb, which disappeared 
entirely before the tenth day. 

Some time after the discharge from the sick lines 
on the 18th day, further unsuccessful attempts 
were made to handle and work the animal, which 
remained as vicious as ever. Accordingly she was 
proposed for casting, and eventually destroyed for 
vice three months after the operation. good 
opportunity thus arose for making a post-mortem 
examination, and a careful search was made for the 
ill-effects which might reasonably be expected to 
result from the rough treatment to which the left 
cornu and ovary had been subjected. Yet all the 
parts were normal, and only the cicatrised wound 
in the anterior vaginal wall, and the absence of the 
ovaries, pointed to the operation. 

This is the first time I have been com to 
resort to torsion in solipeds. It would be interest- 
ing and instructive to know the experiences of 
other operators, especially in the mare. What _ 
centage of mares would die from peritonitis ? - 
sion of the ovary in the cow is, of course, quite a 
simple procedure, although most practitioners, in- 
cluding myself, prefer the écraseur. 


Ropal College of 
Veterinarp Surgeons. 


FELLOWSHIP DEGREE. 


An Examination for the Fellowship was held 
at the College, 10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C., on 
Saturday, May 11th. Three candidates entered, but two 
were prevented from attending owing to inability te get 
nee Bg absence. The following candidate was suc- 
cessful : 


C. S. Huntine, sun. 
Thesis : 


““Mammitis in the Cow. 
The Examiners were: Prof. J. Macqueen, Mr. J. 

Malcolm, Mr. W. Woods; Mr. W. J. Mulvey, Chairman. 

Frep Secretary. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.VS. 


The Secretary of the Royal Col of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the an he the follow- 
ing subscriptions for 1918 :— 


Henry Allen, Major a.v.o. £1 
° ar, uith, Sask., 2.1 5 
H. E. Richardson, Hedon, nor. Hull 110 
A. C. Wild, Woking 10 
Previously acknowledged 731 3 0 

£737 8 5 
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ORDER OF THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE 
AND FISHERIES (9923), Darep 7TH May, 1918. 


Parasitic MANGE (AMENDMENT) ORDER OF 1918. 


The following are the essentials of the Amendment 
r :— 


Modification of the Parasitic Mange Order of 1911. 
Amendment of Article 5. 


For Article 5 of the principal Order the following 
Article shall be substituted :— 


“ Detention and Treatment of Animals. 


“5.—(1) A Veterinary Inspector of the Local Authority 
serve a Notice (in the Form A set forth in the 
Schedule to this Order, or to the like effect) on the 
— of any stable, shed, field, or other premises in 
which there is a horse, ass, or mule which, in his opinion, 
is affected with parasitic mange, and thereupon the fol- 
lowing restrictions shall take 

“(i) Each horse, ass, or mule on the premises at the 
date of the service of the Notice which is affected with 

itic —y 3 shall from time to time, as often as may 
[ necessary, be treated by the owner thereof with some 
dressing or other remedy for such disease 4 EP for 
the purpose / by a Veterinary Inspector of the Local 
Authority, or by a Veterinary Surgeon or Veterinary 
Practitioner employed by the owner of the animal to 
“= (i) Any b le on the premises at th 

ii) Any horse, ass, or mule on the premises a 
date of the service of the Notice which a affected with 
parasitic mange shall not be moved out of the stable, 
shed, field, or other premises specified in the Notice 
except with a licence of a Veterinary Inspector of the 

Authority or of an Inspector of the Local Authority 
acting under the advice of a Veterinary Inspector, and 
in accordance with the following conditions :— 

the animal may be moved only by road ; 

b) the animal may be moved to a knackers’s yard 
or slaughterhouse for the purpose of slaughter thereon, 
or to a place of detention to be treated in accordance 
with the provisions of the Order ; 

(c) if the animal is certified by a Veterinary In- 
py to be affected only with psoroptic mange, it may 

be mosed from and to the premises specified in the 
Notice (Form A) for the purpose of being worked ; 

(d) if the animal is not so certified, it may be 
moved between the premises specified in the Notice 
(Form A) and premises in the occupation of the owner 
of the animal for the purpose of being worked thereon ; 

__(e) Before the movement the animal shall be treated 
with some dressing or other remedy for parasitic mange 
approved for that purpose—(as in para. i) ; 

__ _(f) where the animal is certified to be affected only 
with psoroptic mange the movement may take place at 
any time within seven days after being so treated, but 
if the animal is not so certified the treatment shall be 
applied immediately before the movement ; 

(g) in the cases referred to in paragraphs (c) and (d) 


the movement must not cause an absence from the pre- | POS 


mises specified in the Notice for a period ex 
twenty-four hours, and the ani must not be mov 
into any stable, shed, field, or other premises in which 
horses, asses, or mules are kept. 

“(iii) Any other horse, ass, or mule on the premises 
at the date ~ f the service of the Notice shall only be 
moved out of the stable, shed, field, or other premises if 
within the preceding seven days its skin has been treated 


all over with some dressing or other remedy for parasitic ino 


mange approved for that purpose—(as in para. i): Pro- 
vided | that this abell not horse, 
ass, or mule in a market, fairground or saleyard. 


“(iv) No horse, ass, or mule shall be allowed bs 
owner or person in charge thereof to stray out of the 
stable, sed or field, or other premises specified in the 
Notice or from the land on which it is being worked. 


“(2) A Notice under this Order shall remain in 
force until it is withdrawn by a Notice in writing served 
on the occupier of the premises by an Inspector of the 
Local Authority. 

“(3) An Inspector shall with all practicable ant 
ain : copy of cor Notice served under this Article to 
the Local Authority and to the police officer in charge of 
the nearest police station in the District.” 


Amendment of Article 6. 


For raphs (1) and (3) of Article 6 (Cleansing and 
Disinfection) of the principal Order, the following para- 
graphs shall be substituted :— 

“(1) Any place in which a horse, ass, or mule affected 
with, or suspected of, parasitic mange has been at any 
time shall, if and when so required by an Ins of 
the Local Authority, be cleansed and disinfected by, and 
= the expense of, the occupier of such place, as fol- 

ows :— 

a) The place shall be swept out, and the sweepi 
shall ) thei be burned or be well mixed with oa. 
lime and be effectually removed from contact with 
horses, asses, or mules ; and 

(b) The floor of the place and all other parts thereof 
with which such horse, ass, or mule has come in contact 
shall, as far as practicable, be disinfected in accordance 
with the subsequent provisions of this Article ; then 

(c) The same parts of the place shall be thoroughly 
washed, scrubbed, or scoured with water. 

(d) In the case of a field or other place which is not 
capable of being so cleansed and disinfected, it shall be 
sufficient if such field or place be cleansed and disin- 
fected as far as practicable and to the satisfaction of an 
Inspector of the Local Authority.” 

“(3) Every place or thing, or part thereof, required by 
this Article to be disinfected shall either be thoroughly 
coated or washed with :— 


(a) a four per cent. (minimum) solution of carbolic 
acid, containing not less ninety-five per cent. of 
actual carbolic acid ; or 

(b) a disinfectant for mange equal in disinfective 
yo pad to the above-mentioned solution of carbolic 
acid ; 


or shall be effectively exposed to an atmosphere of gas 
poisonous to the parasites of parasitic mange.” 


Amendment of Article 7. 


For sub-paragraphs (ii), (iv), and (v) of Article 7 (1 
(Prohibition to expose or move Anumals affected wi 
Parasitic Ma 4y the principal Order, the following 
paragraphs substituted :— 

“(ii) to place a horse, ass, or mule affected with 
parasitic mange in a lair or other place adjacent to or 
connected with a market, fair-ground, or sale- , Or 
where such animals are commonly p before ex- 
ure for sale, or, except under a licence granted under 
Article 5 of this Order, in any stable or shed other than 
that in which the animal was kept at the time it was 

iv) except under a licence granted under Article 5 
of this Order, to carry, lead or drive, or cause to be car- 
ried, led, or driven on a highway or thoroughfare, a 
horse, ass, or mule affected with parasitic mange ; 

_ _(¥) to place or keep a horse, ass, or mule affected 
with _—— mange on common or uninclosed land, or 
in a field or place insufficiently fenced, or in a field ad- 
joining a way, unless the animal is in of an 
attendant or the field is so fenced or situate apy 


\ 
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horse, ass, or mule therein cannot in any manner come 
in contact with any horse, ass, or mule passing along 
that highway, or grazing on the sides thereof ;” 

Form of Notice. 

The Form A set forth in the Schedule hereto shall be 
substituted for the Form A set forth in the Schedule to 

_the principal Order. 
Existing Notices. 

(1) A Notice under Article 5 of the principal Order, 
as amended ~ this Order, shall, as soon as practicabl 
be served on the occupier of any premises in respect o 
which a Notice (Form A) under the principal Order is 
in force at the date of the commencement of this Order, 
and on such service the existing Notice shall cease to be 


in force. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Article, Notices 
under Article 5 of the principal Order in force at the 
commencement of this Order shall not be affected by 
this Order and shall continue in force as if this Order 
had not been made. 

Offences. 


If a horse, or mule is moved in contravention of 
this Order, or of the conditions imposed by this Order 
or any Notice or licence thereunder, the owner of the 
animal and the person for the time being in charge 
thereof, and the person causing, directing, or permitting 
the movement, and the consignee or other person receiv- 
ing or keeping it, knowing it to have been moved in 
‘contravention as aforesaid, and the occupier of the place 
from which the animal is moved, shall, each accordin 
to and in respect of his own acts and defaults, be deem 
guilty of an offence against the Diseases of Animals 

ct, 1894. 

Commencement. 

This Order shall come into operation on the twenty- 

second day of May, nineteen hundred and eighteen. 


ELECTION ADDRESS. 


To the Fellows and Members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Gentlemen,—I solicit your vote at the forth- 
coming election. The war, which umfortunately 
has ev ap nce of being still a prolonged 
one, renders it useless to discuss many matters 
ripe for settlement. Finances, however, must con- 
tinue to receive the anxious consideration of the 
Council. Some way, I hope, may be found to 
increase our resources, to revive the now dormant 
activities of the Council, and to be ready for the 
many—I think, serious—matters that will arise 
after the conclusion of peace. To wait till that 
time arrives will, I am confident, be most unwise. 

Efficient representation in Parliament is impera- 
tive. Now that the Agricultural interests are to be 
directly represented this should not be difficult of 
attainment. With such representation, grievances 
in general, and those of our profession now tem- 
porarily engaged in the army would be more quickly 


recognised and redressed. Army promotion should | grea’ 


follow ability: seniority shelved: equality should 
govern pay. I should support the Council in all 
measures to remove these grievances and, if neces- 
sary, initiate and constantly prosecute them until 
obtained. 


The working of the Military Service Acts requires 

more attention from the Counail. The 
needs of the army must not entirely obscure other 
vital demands of the State. The grading and post- 
ing of men requires a watchful eye. Our students 
should be on an equal footing with the medical, 
and the efforts of the Council in this direction per- 
sited in. 
Greater publicity should be given to our proceed- 
ings. By enlisting the sympathy and support of 
the public our demands are the more likely to be 
acceded, the importance of the profession to the 
State recognised, and to more surely advance. 


Yours faithfully, 
Joun B. Tort, F.R.C.v.8. 
Winchester, May 9, 1918. 


Diseases of Animals and Research. 


The following sentences are taken from a long letter 
by Mr. 8. H. Gaiger, Professor of Bacteriology, Glasgow 

. Coll., which appeared in Zhe Scottish Farmer last 
week, We reprint because it emphasises a view which 
has been repeatedly urged in these columns—that it is 
necessary that the public should be better informed on 
the. value of veterinary medicine to the State. The 
Journal of the R.A.S.E., and The Jowrnal of the B.of A. 

t a truer perspective of the question: but the minor 
y the Journals—when not be-littling the efforts, 
and magnifying the deficiencies of professional work, 
are chiefly concerned in collecting and disseminating 
information and prescriptions for home doctoring. 

Some of our members are in touch with their local 
members of Parliament, and may thus be in a position 
to help to create a just appreciation of the value of an 
effective veterinary service to the State. 


“ At the present time over 40 cent. of veterinary 
Ss are serving with the Army Veterinary 
rps, and those remaining in civil life have almost 
more .work than they can cope with. All the older 
students join the Army Veterinary Corps as soon as 
they qualify, and no new students can remain at the 
colleges after they come under the Military Service Act. 
This means that the colleges are being rapidly denuded 
of the few remaining students, and that no addition is 
being made to the rapidly a number of veter- 
inarians in this country.” . . . “It is bad enough te 
have swine fever ye with us, and periodic visits 
from foot-and-mouth disease, to mention only two of our 
plagues, but if rinderpest reaches these islands in ad- 
dition, the existing machinery for dealing with them 
would probably break down, and so would our food 
supplies.” . . . “ Exactly how difficult it is to get rid 
of contagious diseases, once they gain entrance to 
countries, even to island countries, if conditions are 
suitable for their propagation, is shewn in the case of 
Mauritius, which received surra from India and in con- 
sequence lost nearly all the cattle on the island. A 
similar thing occurred in the Philippines, and both there 
and in Mauritius, surra exists at the present time. With 
such a world-wide movement of animals as is taking 
place at present, the spread of animal diseases is very 
~ 4 facilitated, but it is when the war ends that we 
must look for the greatest danger.” . . . “ Glanders, 
epizootic lymphangitis, and ulcerous lymphangitis are 
notorious examples. About the 1910-11, dourine 
was considered to have almost died out in the Punja 


but now it has assumed serious rtions again, 
as it occurs in France and North America alee it le by 
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no means improbable that Britain will become infected. 
This disease is most insidious, and is most difficult to 
eradicate once it gets a hold. Diseases which have been 
absent from a country for a number of years, find on 
their return a very favourable soil for their 
because no immunity against them, an 
owing to this favourable soil they cys rise to the 
height of their virulence.” ... “All that such 
diseases require is that the watchful veterinarians of 
these islands be sufficiently depleted in numbers, and 
there will be a clean break through of our defences. 
Once through these veterinary defences, diseases would 
over-run the country, because we have no veterinary 
reserves, for with the present policy the practising veter- 
inary surgeon will soon be found in only insignificant 
numbers. 
_ Here are some of the contagious diseases of animals 
in Britain at the present time :—Tuberculosis, glanders, 
— abortion, black quarter, anthrax, Johne’s 
lsease, swine fever, swine erysipelas, equine pleuro- 
pneumonia, piroplasmosis, braxy, scrapie, louping-ill 
Joint-ill, contagious sterility, contagious mammitis, fow 
cholera, contagious epithelioma, and in addition a num- 
ber of parasitic diseases. Out of this list, at least four 
are directly communicable to human beings. - 

For years past the most useful work has been accom- 
plished in the U.S.A. by the Bureau of Animal Industry, 
and it was in that country that the true nature of swine 
fever was first discovered, and a most effective serum has 
now been produced. What do we find is the position 
here? After years of waiting, one suitable laboratory 
has been Do up in England last year. [t is only quite 
recently that Government has vided the money for 
a swine fever laboratory for Ireland where the disease 
causes great ravages. Com to other countries, 
Britain does next to nothing for veterinary science. 

The starved condition of the veterinary colleges in 
Britain is a disgrace. Compare their condition with 
those in other parts of the world. Even Belgium has a 
fine State school of veterinary medicine in Brussels. In 
our own Empire, take the example of the Punjab Veter- 
inary College in India. A few years ago the Govern- 
ment of India gave a sum of over £60,000 for a new 
veterinary college to replace the old. was for some 

son the staff of the Punjab Veterinary College. and 
or a time acting principal, and I am acquainted with 
all the colleges in Britain and some in other countries, 
and I do not believe that veterinary students anywhere 
have finer opportunities of becoming acquainted with 
contagious di and of learning the practical side 
of their profession, than the Indian veterinary students 
in the Punjab. 

The following is an extract from the report of the 
Departmental Committee on the Public Veterinary 
Services (1913) :—‘‘Government grants at present paid 
to the veterinary colleges are very small. . .. We 
think that the time has come when increased financial 
assistance should be given by the Government to insti- 
tutions devoted to veterinary teaching, the efficiency of 
which is of great importance to the State.” 

Take now the position of veterinary research in Scot- 
land, Looking back we find a braxy and louping.-ill in- 
vestieniien by Prof. Hamilton, a braxy investigation by 
Dr. M’Gowan, a scrapie investigation by Dr. M’Gowan, 
and finally, a joint-ill investigation by Drs. Buchahan 
and J I wonder what would be thought by the 
medical profession if a veterinary scientist took up the 
study of human typhoid and posed as an authority, and 
yet it isan undoubted fact that the veterinary scientist 
1s better acquainted with human diseases than the medi- 


cal scientist is with animal diseases. The comparative | T' 


methods of study of the former naturally result in this. 
Of the above investigations, the three have 
Scotland no nearer a solution of its animal 


disease problems. As to the last mentioned investi- 
gation it is as yet too soon to predict. 

«  . . Large sums of money are left for the study of 
human diseases such as cancer and tuberculosis, but one 
looks round in vain for sums left to veterinary colleges 
for the study of animal diseases, and the’ alleviation of 
animal suffering. What has been done in this way 


comes from the veterinary profession itself as in the 


case of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College to which the 

Dick family and Mr. MacCullum, M.R.C.v.8., gave money, 

It seems strange that no philanthropically minded 

rson ever thinks of bettering the condition of animals 

y giving sums to improve the veterinary colleges 

=e veterinary medicine an surgery and science are 
taught. 

A note of warning is necessary to those who may be 
expecting too much. Sheep diseases, like most other 
diseases, can only be dealt with after years of patient 
investigation. From the little that has been done on 
them already we know that sheep diseases present 
perhaps the most difficult of all problems in veterinary 
research, and that epoch-making discoveries leading to 
dramatic results are not to be expected. Every step in 
the advance of such knowledge must rest on the surest 
foundation. Getting rid of a disease is generally only 
accomplished by piecing together the work of several 
investigators, often in different parts of the world. An 
instance of this is seen in glanders which is slowly being 

t rid of in this country by thre veterinary profession, 

ut this is largely due to the discovery of vallein nearly 
twenty years ago by two Russian veterinary surgeons. 

There is an ree op: | number of appointments 
to be had at home by those eng in private practice, 
and whole-time appointments for those who are not. 
abroad rank high comparatively to those 
of other professions. One can start at the age of 22 in 
the Indian Civil Veterinary Department with a salary 
of £400 per annum. There is also the Army Veterinary 
Corps for those so inclined, and there are other appoint- 
ments obtainable in almost any part of the British 
Empire, and a number out of it. writer when in 
South America last year was asked to find a suitable 
man for the veterinary work of one of the capitals. In 
addition to a fixed , he was to have the right to 
private practice, and I feel certain that £1500 could be 
made altogether, per annum. Given sound health and 
physique the life is unequalled. As long as Scotland 
tries to obtain experienced veterinary investigators on 
terms out of all proportion to what they can obtain in 
other countries, so long will the best men go abroad and 
so long will Scotland experience the full force of its 
animal disease problems—and deserve it. 

I have here only dealt with the aspect with regard to 
diseases which are contagious, but from the point of 
view of non-contagious every-day ailments of animals 
the dearth of veterinarians is equally serious. Large 
numbers of animals have simply to suffer untreated. 

Efforts are being made by the Royal Coll of 
Veterinary Surgeons to get veterinary students released 
from military service to the same extent as medical 
students, to enable them to continue their studies and 
qualify. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts from London Gazette, 
Wak Orrick, WHITEHALL, May 13. 
Forces. Army Vererinary Corps. 
emp. Hon. Lieut. to be temp. Hon. Capt. :—E. J. 
MeLachlan (Apl. 11). 
Temp. r. and Hon. Lieut. to be Hon. Capt. :—W. H. 
Wailer CApl 8). 
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May 14. 
Temp. Lts. to be temp. Capts.:—W. A. Austin (Apl. 30); 
T. J. Bosworth (May 1). 
Temp. Hon. Lt. to be temp. Hon. Capt. :—E. S. Steiner 
(Apl. 11). 
May 15. 


To be temp. Lt. :—D. R. Chalmers (Apl. 25). 


TERRITORIAL Forck, ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 


- May 11. 
Brev. Maj. G. W. Godwin to be temp. Maj. whilet hold- 
ing appt. of Dep. Asst. Dir. of Vety. Servs. (Mar. 16). 


AYRSHIRE VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting of this Association was held in the Ayr- 
shire and Galloway Hotel, Ayr, on Thursday, May 9. 
Mr. D. C. Smith, m.R.c.v.s., New Cumnock, President, 
in the chair. There was a full attendance of the 

tising veterinary surgeons in the county, and Mr. 
oung, M.R.C.v.s. of the Board of Agriculture, was also 
resent. 

It was unanimously agreed that the scale of fees for 
fessional services, medicines, and operations would 
increased as from 1917. 

The following office-bearers were appointed for the 


ensuing year :— 
Y : Mr. D. C. Smith, New Cumnock. 
Vice-President : Mr. Hubert Gillmor, Ayr. 
Secretary and Treasurer : Mr. W. G. Forbes, 


Kilmarnock 


Fifty years of service. 


Mr. Rospert Morris, M.R.C.v.s., Reiss Lodge, Wick, 
has passed the Jubilee of his appointment as Count; 
Inspector for Caithness under the Diseases of Anim 
Acts. Doubtless, but for the circumstances of the war, 
recognition would have been made of the event in a 
more prominent manner. Ata meeting of the County 
Council held in May, 1916, the following resolution was 
minuted :— 

“The meeting, on the motion of the Convener, re- 
solved to tender their heartiest congratulations to Mr. 
Robert Morris, the County Inspector under the Diseases 
of Animals Act, on attaining the fiftieth anniversary of 
his appointment to the office. He was appointed at a 
ition! time to combat a pestilential outbreak of rinder- 
pest which threatefed to devastate the county and 
cause serious loss to farmers, and by his unflagging 
energy and skill his efforts were successful in preventing: 
the disease from being introduced into this county. The 
members desire to minute their high appreciation of the 
valuable services which Mr. Morris rendered at that 
time, and which he has continued to render not only to 
the Council and thir predecessors in office, but also to 
the community: and of the courteous, tactful and pains- 
taking manner in which these services and the duties 
attaching to his ceowens have been carried out— 
duties and responsibilities which have considerably in- 

by legislation since he took up office. The 
Council express the hope that he may enjoy health to 
enable him for many years to come to continue the per- 
formance of these duties.” 

The minute is signed by Mr. D. P. Henderson, of 
Stemster, the Convener, and Mr. James Young, Count 
Clerk. Though the intimation of this mark of appreci- 
ation is rather belated, the public will very heartily join 
in the congratulations and good wishes to Mr. Morris, 
whose association with the agricultural and public life 
of the community has been so long and honourable, and 

—we are glad to say—still actively continues. 


The extract minute of Mr. Morris’s original appoint- 
ment to the office, which was made at a meeting of the 
Justices of the Peace for the County on 18th May, 1865, 
is signed by the late Major James Horne, of Stirkoke, 
and certified by Mr. William Miller, Clerk of the Peace 
—John o’ Groat’s Journal. 


TEMPORARY A.V.C. OFFICERS AND THE 
COUNCIL ELECTION. 


To the Editor of “The Veterinary Record.” 


Sir,—I quite agree with the views of “Tem on 
the above subject in last week’s Veterinary Record. I 
would, however, state that it would !be far better for 
those of us on military duty to secure the election of a 
member of the profession, not in the A.V..C., who would 
give an undertaking to ventilate the present grievances 
and assist the Council to adopt a firm attitude. 

Several things require explanations. One would ask: 
What is the sense of having veterinary officers who are 
at — in a low category (and who really ought not 
to be in the service at all but for the conditions existing 
to-day), constantly examined and, if possible, placed in 
a higher category through indirect influence, »nd sent 
abroad ? 

Several instances have occurred where unfit Veterinary 
Officers have been put fit for service abroad and on 
arrival there have been unable to stand the conditions, 
and in some instances have had to leave the service ; 
whereas if they had been left alone at home they could 
have carried on and been of use. 

Why is it that Garrison Duty is counted as equivalent 
to @eneral Service, and an officer so categorised is sent 
wherever a vacancy occurs ? 

Why is it that if an officer has been placed in a low 
category he can be re-examined every month or less if 
the A.V.D. desires it, whereas if placed in a high cate- 
gory, and he desires re-examination it is denied him for 
six months? 

There is plenty of scope and material ready for the 
member who will undertake it. 

In conclusion, why does not the same system as in 
the R.A.M.C. prevail in the A.V.C.—getting all prac- 
titioners up to a certain age to serve one year, and then 
return and carry on, their pate being taken by those 
in the district who have either served or who will next 
be called up? Those of us who have served over two 

ears could well be relieved in this way and allowed to 

demobilised for twelve months, to see into affairs : 
our places being taken 4 those who have not served 
and who have secured their exemption due to our 
absence and the consequent scarcity of veterinary sur- 


ns.— Yours faithfully, 
M.R.C.V 8. 


» 


AN OFFER OF ASSISTANCE. 


The following circular was sent to us by a correspon- 

dent for publication. It has been crowded out for several 

— by heavier matter. It is signed by the Managing 
irector. 


County Insurance Buildings, 


Private and confidential. February, 1918. 


Y | Dear Sir, 


Veterinary Practices wanted? 
Daring the past twenty-one years we have been fav- 
oured with the support of leading Veterinarians—“ The 
County” is now the oldest independent purely Live 


Stock Insurance Office. 


| 
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When the War is over there will be a considerable 
demand for Practices—we have several enquiries on 
hand. We shall be pleased to have particulars in con- 

e are when required. to furni ose 
Veteri Bue ns who acquire Practices through us 
with the Capital necessary for the purchase of Gotdwill, 
Furnishings, Motors and Expenses which have to be 
incurred before a Return can be expected, on payment 
of Investigation nny Dg and not more than Bank 
Interest on any sum lent, provided we obtain such In- 
surance business as the Veterinary Surgeon can influ- 
ence, upon which business, of course, the full commission 
and examination fees would be allowed. 

We are willing to enter into a similar arrangement 
with Veterinary Surgeons who wish to extend their 
practices by employing Assistants. 

All enquiries are treated as private and confidential. 


OBITUARY. 


Dr. A. D. MELVIN. 


The death is announced of Dr. A. D. Melvin, Chief of 
the Bureau of Animal Industry at Washington since 
1915, and a well-known authority upon Veterinary State 
Medicine. He was a Foreign Associate of the R.C.V.S., 
having been elected as such in July, 1914. Dr. S. R. 


Mohler has been appointed to the vacant post. 


Prof. A. DEGtve. 


Prof. A. ive, pcg A Professor and Director of 
the Brussels gg | School, has died at Brussels at 
the age of 74 pe. is speciality was surgery ; and in 
his day he held one of the highest reputations in Europe 
as an operator. Many English members will remember 
him as the solitary Belgian representative present at the 
London International Veterinary Congress in 1914, 
when he spoke at the opening meeting, delivering his 
speech in French. He had been a Foreign Associate of 

e R.C.V.S. since 1880, 


Mr. ALEXANDER Dewar, a member of the Land 
Court, died in Edinburgh on beer ye 10th April, in 
his 60th year. Of all the members of the Land Court, 
Mr. Dewar impressed one as the ablest and most 
shrewd—as the man who best and most sympathetically 
approached the duties of the Land Court from the view- 

int of the small holder. Himself the son of an Aber- 

eenshire small farmer, Mr. Dewar understood the 
merits of that class, and keenly es their diffi- 
culties. He was a man of well-balanced judgment, and 
knew well when te speak and when to be silent. He 
never lost touch with practical agriculture, being tenant 
of the farm of Balfour, Fettercairn, up to the end. He 
was a younger brother of Prof. J. R. U. Dewar, F.R.c.v.s., 
lite of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College.—The 
Scottish Farmer. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 ro 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- 
Anthrax | and-Mouth | Glanders.¢ | Swine Fever. 

: Onut- | Ani- Onut- | Ani- 8h 
Period. mals. | Out- | Ani- mals. Ont | Ani- Bab | Out- Sangh: 
breaks; mals. breaks | tered. * 
(a) (a) (b) (b) (b) (a) 
Gr. BRITAIN. | 

Week ended May 11 5 5 1 | 79 | 154 3 47 10 
1917 9 9 50] 30 4 78 43 
{ 1916 | 21 68 138 495 
1915. | 17 1 4 98 466 
Total for 19 weeks,1918 ...  .. | 120 | 185 | 15 | 38 | 2407 4628 | 227] 419 140 
1997... | 252 987 11| .90] 1297 | 2688! 987 420 
196 | 251 | 99a | 1 | | 21! 62] 1956 | 2972] 169] 1784 | 5632 
pe 1915 | 300 | 884 12| 17] $253] $601; 148] 1490 | 6555 


t The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 19th March, 1915, inclusive 


a) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Loca] Authorities. + Counties affected, animals 


of Agriculture and Fisheries, May 14, 1918 


:—Essex York, W. Riding} 
Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 


Outbreaks 
IR@LAND. Week ended May 11 Fae 4 4 
1917 ... eee 1 3 4 24 
Corresponding Week in | 1916 ... 1 1 1 6 3 51 
en ad 8 6 33 
Total for 19 weeks, 1918 eas 1 1 61 158 7 27 
1917... - 2 2 1 1 18 206 117 817 
Corresponding period in {916 soo 2 6 ase eee 29 207 110 595 
1915... 1 1 ane ows 1 |. 8 17 226 108 659 
een of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, May 13, 1918. 
Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased orsEx to Infection 
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